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SACMOAA  Luncheon Meeting 

11 JULY 2019 
HERON LAKES 

SPECIAL RECRUITING EDITION—COMMITMENT AND STRENGTH 

Event  Combined Luncheon 

Time 11:30 AM 

Site Heron Lakes Country Club 
3851 Government Blvd. 

Reservations Call Phil Gabriel at 251-
545-9394 or email 
contactdxd@aol.com 

Heron Lakes Info Click Here 

11 July 2019 - Menu 

Garden Salad w/Trimmings 

Fried Catfish w/Hushpuppies 

Pulled Port Loin w/BBQ Sauce 

Baked Beans 

Garlic Mashed Potatoes 

Sister Schubert’s Rolls 

Strawberry Shortcake 

Tea (Sweet & Non), Water 

 

 July Luncheon Reservations 

Mark Thursday, 11 July 2019 on your calendar for the Combined 
Luncheon Meeting at Heron Lakes Country Club. 

To make reservations call Phil Gabriel at 251-545-9394 or email 
Phil at contactdxd@aol.com prior to noon, Tuesday, 9 July 
2019. 

SACMOAA 1st Vice President, Rodney Cromer, will host the 
luncheon . 

Our Chapter Treasurer, Phil Gabriel, would appreciate payment 
by cash or checks to cover the cost of $25.00 upon entering. 
Please make checks payable to SACMOAA. 

Heron Lakes Country Club 

Guest Speaker - Kristi July 
Signature Academy Coordinator 

Mobile County Public Schools 
 

Kristi July, a native of New Orleans, earned a Bachelor's 

Degree in Secondary Education 

from Spring Hill College and a 

Master's Degree in Educational 

Leadership from the University of 

South Alabama.  

Kristi is the 
Signature Academy 
Coordinator with 
Mobile County 
Public Schools. In 
this role, she leads a team of 12 

specialists in an effort to ensure that all students 
graduate high school college- and career-ready. 
 

Cont’d on p. 2 

http://www.heronlakescc.org/
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PRESIDENT’S THOUGHTS 
Lieutenant Colonel Robert “Frank” Barrow, USA (Ret.) 

It’s HOT!  Once again we are having the pleasure of a 
humid and warm summer here along the Gulf Coast, of 
course, that’s the price we pay to live in such a 
beautiful area where mild winters are the norm! I 
hope everyone enjoyed the annual Joint Dinner with 
the Baldwin County Chapter. By all accounts, the 
dinner and guest speaker were a huge success. Thanks 
Rodney Major (Ret) Rodney Cromer, 1st Vice President, 
for covering down on the event while I was in 
Washington, D.C. with our cadets attending the JROTC 
Leadership & Academic Bowl.   

Our July program is a combined luncheon with the 
Auxiliary scheduled for 11 July 2019 at the Heron Lakes 
Country Club. Once again, Rodney will have to cover 
for me since I will be in Jackson, Mississippi, attending 
our annual Brigade Training Workshop. However, I am 
excited to inform you that our guest speaker will be 
Ms. Kristi July, one of my colleagues here at the Mobile 
County Public School District. Kristi is the Academy 
Specialist Coordinator for all 12 of our high schools 
and supervises the academy specialists assigned at 
each one. She is a remarkably talented young woman 
and her personal drive and determination have 
opened numerous doors with our business and 
industry partners in Mobile and the surrounding 
region. Young and energetic, Kristi is an excellent 
speaker, and I know you will be excited to meet her! 

I want to thank members of the Executive Council for 
attending our farewell luncheon for Chester Feagin. As 
many of you know, Chester was our long-serving 
Chapter Treasurer and our only remaining World War 
II Veteran. It was a bittersweet moment for me to tell 
him goodbye!  He has served as a mentor and personal 
friend for the past five years. I have such tremendous 
admiration for his character and devotion to his faith. 

Chester is leaving us to live with his daughter in 
Gardendale, Alabama. I also need to inform you that 
our 2nd Vice President, Eric Moody, resigned for 
personal reasons. If anyone wants to volunteer to fill 
this vacancy, we would all very much appreciate the 
help. 

Please keep Major General Gary Cooper and Colonel 

Phil Cassibry in your prayers as they continue to  

Guest Speaker from Page 1 
 

Over the past ten years, Kristi has had experience 
as a history teacher, lead teacher, and academy 
specialist for Mobile County. Passionate about 
education and workforce development and their 

possibilities, Kristi works to 
ensure the career academy 
model is implemented within 
the local high schools, and that 
local industries have the 
opportunity to collaborate with 

schools to equip students with the skill sets 
necessary to be successful upon graduation. 

President’s Thoughts, Cont’d 
 

recover from their recent medical issues. As 
always, Cheryl and I wish you safe summer travels 
and encourage you to stay cool whenever possible. 
All the best! 

Frank 

1LT Chester C. Feagin, Jr. USA (Ret.) 

As Frank mentioned in the President’s Thoughts 
column, Chester Feagin, SACMOAA’s long-time 
friend, life member, Chapter treasurer, and 
attendee at nearly every Chapter event, is leaving 
Mobile to live with family in Gardendale. 

Chester’s steadfast support for our Chapter’s 
mission has been remarkable, unwavering and, in 
every sense of the word, exceptional. It has been 
an honor and privilege to sit, many times, across 
the table from a patriot and World War II veteran. 

Our good friend Chester carries with him our 
prayers for a safe journey. Godspeed. — The Editor 
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 
SACMOAA Legislative Liaison 

COL Pat Downing, USA (Ret.) 

  Widows’ Tax 

Hello Alabama MOAA, 

I am with a grassroots group of military widows 
working to pass this legislation this summer 

We need help with the Alabama Senators and 
Congressmembers. 

Please ask members to call all listed in Alabama, 
regardless of district. 

Kathryn Fellure 

Surviving Spouse of LTC Michael Fellure 

Help with Alabama Delegation - HR 553 
& S622 SBP/DIC Offset "Widows Tax" 

Legislation to eliminate the SBP/DIC Offset or 
"Widows Tax" for military widows is gaining 
Congressional support and media attention. 
However, we need more constituents to call. 

MOAA Alabama, please call these members of 
Congress this week - 

There are 2,159 offset military widows in AL 

Ask the Representative to Co-sponsor HR553: 
Military Surviving Spouses Equity Act. 

4th Aderholt, Robert (202) 225-4876 

6th Palmer, Gary (202) 225-4921 

Ask the Senator to Co-sponsor S622 Military Widows 
Tax Elimination Act of 2019 

Sen Richard Shelby (202) 224-5744 

This legislation will help 2,159 offset military widows 
in Alabama and over 65,000 offset military widows in 
the country. 

Under current law, survivors of deceased military 
members who are eligible for both SBP and DIC must 
forfeit a dollar of their SBP for every dollar of DIC 
received from the VA. This is called the SBP/DIC 
Offset.  In the House, HR553: Military Surviving 
Spouses Equity Act and the Senate companion bill 
S622: Military Widows Tax Elimination Act of 2019 
will eliminate the SBP/DIC Offset. 

As of 12 June 2019, there are 342 co-sponsors in the 
House for HR 553 and 73 co-sponsors in the Senate 
for S622. 

Take the time to call this week and participate in our 
democracy! 

Some legislative material is subject to Copyright © 2019, Military Officers 
Association of America (MOAA), all rights reserved. Except for MOAA 
affiliated organizations it may not be used without written permission. 

Editorial Policy: SACMOAA is an affiliate of the Military Officers Association 
of America. These organizations, including the contents of The Patriots 
News, are politically nonpartisan. 

Congratulations SACMOAA for 
recently receiving the 2018 5-Star 
Colonel Marvin J. Harris 
Communications Award for the 
Chapter’s outstanding Website and 
monthly newsletter, The Patriots 
News. Click here to visit 
the Website. 

A special salute to all 
who contribute. 

August 8th Breakfast at The Admiral 

Mark your calendars for SACMOAA’s 
August 8th Breakfast at the Admiral. 

Our guest speaker will be James 
Barber, City of Mobile Public Safety 
Director. 

More information will follow by email and in the 
August edition of The Patriots News. 

https://sacmoaa.wixsite.com/south-ala-chapter
https://sacmoaa.wixsite.com/south-ala-chapter
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Click here to contact a member of the 
Executive Council by email. 

MOAA Caps 
$20 each 

Available at 
meetings. 

SACMOAA Get-Well Cards 
 

We now have get well cards to send to ailing members 
or their spouses etc. Please inform Ellie or Frank of any 
ailing member. 
 

Frank Calagaz 
frank@calagaz.com 
251 626-2201 H 
251 709-7253 C 

Ellie Kern 
251 660-1659 

Executive Council  — 2019 

President 
LTC Robert “Frank” Barrow (USA 
Ret.) 

251-621-5635 

1st Vice President 
MAJ Rodney Cromer (USA Ret.) 251-751-8473 

2nd Vice President 
Nominee (volunteer) Needed.  

Programs Committee Chairman 
LTC Timothy S. Rey (USA Ret.) 251-510-7385 

Treasurer 
CPT Phil Gabriel Jr. (USA Vet.) 

 

 

251-545-9394 

Secretary 
COL Jerry Steele (USMCR Ret.) 251-656-0110 

Directors 
COL Frank Calagaz (USA Ret.) 
CPT Phil Gabriel Jr. (USA Vet.) 

 
251-626-2201 
251-545-9394 

Immediate Past President 
COL Nick Matranga (USMCR Ret.) 251-287-4005 

Legislative Committee Chairman 
COL Patrick H. Downing (USA Ret.) 

 
251-666-1063 

Auxiliary President 
Ellie Kern 251-660-1659 

Auxiliary Treasurer 
Theresa Orrell 251-776-5504 

Publicity Chairman 
COL Nick Matranga (USMCR Ret.) 251-287-4005 

Chaplain 
COL Phillip J. Cassibry (USA Ret.) 251-967-2583 

Personal Affairs and Benefits 
COL Frank Calagaz (USA Ret.) 251-626-2201 

Newsletter Editor 
CW3 Mike Wright (USA Ret.) 251-533-3119 

Executive Council Members, Emeriti 

COL John Butler (USA Ret.) 
COL Patrick H. Downing (USA Ret.) 
LTC Bill May (USA Ret.) 
COL Gary Raymond Sr (USAF Ret.) 
COL David W. Reaney (USA Ret.) 
CDR Pete Riehm (USN Ret.) 
 
 

251-599-0091 
251-666-1063 
251-661-3151 
251-649-3666 
251-633-2170 
251-661-2891 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING 
 

The July Executive Council 
Meeting will be announced by 
email. 

http://sacmoaa.wix.com/south-ala-chapter#!contact-your-executive-council/cmmn
http://sacmoaa.wix.com/south-ala-chapter#!contact-your-executive-council/cmmn
mailto:frank@calagaz.com
mailto:rbairborne@aol.com
mailto:rbairborne@aol.com
mailto:rcromer@earthlink.net
mailto:trey@southalabama.edu
mailto:contactdxd@aol.com
mailto:gsteele1955@hotmail.com
mailto:frank@calagaz.com
mailto:contactdxd@aol.com
mailto:nmatranga@comcast.net
mailto:mari2knn@aol.com
mailto:pjcmlc@gmail.com
mailto:frank@calagaz.com
mailto:wrightmike@aol.com
mailto:jbutler43@yahoo.com
mailto:pdowning@southalabama.edu
mailto:maysbythebay@bellsouth.net
mailto:lraymon@bellsouth.net
mailto:colreaney@att.net
mailto:priehm@nai-mobile.com


  
“THE COFFEE CLACK” Behind Old Glory 

 

Ellie Kern 
 

Auxiliary Update 

Just a calendar reminder: The Auxiliary 
is having a combined MOAA luncheon 
on July 11, Thursday, at 11:30 AM at 
Heron Lakes Country Club. 

Calls will be made. I hope everyone can 
attend this event. 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
Chaplain (Colonel) Phillip J. Cassibry, USA (Ret.) 
 

In Whom Do We Trust 

The motto on our currency is "In God We Trust."  In 
the Pledge of Allegiance are the words "one nation 
under God."  In Proverbs 3:5-6 it says, "Trust in the 
LORD with all of your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and 
he will make your path straight."  The first two 
statements became a part of our American legacy in 
times of crises in our nation's history.  The scripture 
passage was given in wisdom through Solomon to 
strengthen God's people at all times.  These words 
need to serve as a vigilant reminder to each American 
to place their trust in God. 

Our nation is struggling with change.  We are being 
challenged to hope.  Is there any assurance of hope 
apart from trust in God?  When man has moved out 
on his own, human frailty and strength have failed 
him.  When man is at the center of his universe, he is 
overcome by his own weakness.  His failure leads to 
his inhumanity to himself.  What he experiences is a 
limited existence.  He blocks his purpose and goal. 

The history of man is a list of failures.  Nations 
rise.  Nations fall.  Some may be more humane than 
others.  He has learned much and has forgotten much 
from generation to generation.  What he thinks he 
controls really controls him.  Each time he sees himself 
as self-sufficient he finds himself walking further down 
the road to self-destruction in the form of inhumane 
treatment of himself. 

Each generation must learn its ways and shape them 
into the ways of God.  Micah the prophet said, "He will 
teach his way, so that we may walk in His  path...All 
the nations (people) may walk in the name of their 
gods (God); we walk in the name of the LORD our God 
for ever and ever."  Micah 4:4b-5. 

When your hope is without assurance, change your 
way.  God has His own way (Way).  He wants your way 
to be His Way. 

 

Legislative Affairs, Cont’d from p. 3 

Bradley Byrne, 1st District of Alabama 

During the week of June 24, the House considered more 
spending bills that included . . . provisions unlikely to be 
passed into law. Before getting to President Trump’s desk, 
these spending bills must be reconciled with the Senate-
passed bills, most likely through a conference committee. 

Fortunately, many of the bad provisions in the House bills, 
such as those prohibiting the 2020 Census from including a 
question on citizenship, blocking American energy 
exploration, and removing the fetal tissue research ban, 
should be removed in the conference committee before 
being sent back to the House and Senate for final approval. 

In our district, my staff held community office hours in 
each Southwest Alabama county. If you were unable to 
attend, July community office hours will be announced 
soon. And, as always, you can call my Mobile office at 251-
690-2811 if you ever need any assistance with a federal 
agency. 

Religious Freedom is Worth Defending 

Also during the week of June 24, the Supreme Court ruled 
on an important case with significant implications for the 
future of religious expression in our republic. 

The case, American Legion v. American Humanist 
Association, was brought by a nonprofit atheist 
organization seeking to remove an almost 100-year-old 
monument in Maryland’s Prince George’s County. 

The 40-foot granite and cement cross, called the 
Bladensburg Peace Cross, was built on public land and paid 
for by local families, businesses and the American Legion in 
1925. It has stood in memory of local residents who died in 
World War I for almost a century. A state commission now 
owns the land and pays for its upkeep. Editor’s note: The 
Supreme Court ruled in favor of the American Legion. 
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SAC-MOAA MEMBERSHIP 
COL John F. Butler, USA (Ret) 

 

If the expiration date on your mailing label is 31 DEC 2018, 
Chapter dues were payable on 1 January 2019. Please 
notice that no increase is required for membership in SAC-
MOAA. The “supporting” and “sustaining” memberships 
are only for those willing to increase their annual dues so 
that our chapter can better function to meet expenses, pay 
expenses for speakers, and support local military related 
events and organizations. 
 

Three levels of membership are created with dues as 
indicated. 
 

1.  REGULAR MEMBERSHIP:  $25.00* 
2.  SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIP: $50.00* 
3. SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP: $100.00* 
 

* There will be no publicized list of levels of contribution 
and no distinction will be made regarding membership. 
Please help if you can. 
 
Regular membership ($25) includes spouses. See page 7 for 
renewal or new membership form. 

SACMOAA Scholarship Fund—Thank You 

The SACMOAA Scholarship Fund continues to 
receive generous donations from our membership. 
The Executive Council wishes to extend a sincere 
“Thank You” for the support for and contributions 
to this very important part of the Chapter’s 
mission. 

We are blessed with many deserving young 
students who reside in our area and need this kind 
of help. We who have experienced getting our 
youngsters through college know that every dollar 
counts.  

As announced in The Patriots News, December 
2018, the initial award of $250 went to a JROTC 
cadet. 

Again, thank you, and we ask that all members 
continue to consider support for this worthy effort. 

Invitation to Join Your Local MOAA Chapter 
 

Annual membership to the South Alabama Chapter covers 
cost of editing, printing and mailing 200+ copies of The 
Patriots News, our 8-page monthly newsletter. Our $25/
year dues also cover any cost incurred with our 
outstanding slate of speakers during the regular monthly 
membership dinner, lunch, or breakfast meetings, locally 
sponsored ROTC Recognition Banquet, scholarship fund, 
and other expenses. The annual dues also include spouse 
membership in the Auxiliary. 

Our 48-year-old chapter has been addressed by flag 
officers, congressmen, U.S. senators, National and State 
MOAA officers, president of a military college, and senior 
representatives of Veteran Affairs, Homeland Security, and 
Emergency Management Agency. We have heard from 
special guest speakers such as the CEO of USA Mitchell 
Cancer Institute, Austal, and AL Port Authority along with 
commanding officers of most every local military unit. 

The municipality of Mobile has been represented by the 
mayor, City Council president, and city attorney. We have 
also been entertained during some of our dinner meetings 
by a marine environmental scientist, musicians, authors, a 
ventriloquist, and a former SEC chief football referee. 

The photo below (left) shows one of our Chapter activities, 
participation in the May 2019 Blue Star Salute event. Nick 
Matranga, past president, stands on the far left flanking 
Chester Feagin, World War II veteran. Gary Raymond on 
the right stands next to the USS Alabama 2019 crewmates. 

See Page 7 for a cut-out membership application or click 
here to visit SACMOAA’a website, then press the 
“Membership” button at the top of the page to access a 
printable, fill-in-the-blanks membership form. 

South Alabama 
Chapter– MOAA 

 

At Battleship Park, 
SACMOAA members 
and the USS Alabama 
crewmates partici-
pating in the 2019 Blue 
Star Salute event. 

https://sacmoaa.wixsite.com/south-ala-chapter
https://sacmoaa.wixsite.com/south-ala-chapter
https://sacmoaa.wixsite.com/south-ala-chapter
https://sacmoaa.wixsite.com/south-ala-chapter
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SOUTH ALABAMA CHAPTER—MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
P.O. Box 8254, Mobile, AL 36689-0254 

If renewing, simply fill in your name and sign below if no basic demographic information has changed, and mail dues with this form. 

Application for New Membership ____ or Renewal ____     Annual Dues: 1 Jan—31 Dec 2019  Regular ($25) Auxiliary ($10) 

NOTE: Regular membership dues include Auxiliary membership: Total $25 

Last Name:________________________________ First: _____________________ MI______ (Make check payable to SACMOAA)  

Rank:_________ Branch of Service or Auxiliary:_____________  Spouse Name (if living)________________________________ 

DOB:_________________ Contact Phone_____________________  Email:____________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:___________________________________________ City:__________________ State:_____ ZIP:_____________  

I am____ am not____ a member of National Military Officers Association of America.  Local chapter members must be a member of 

National MOAA or must join at the time of applying for chapter membership.  New chapter members not previously MOAA members 

receive the first year National membership free.  National MOAA Member # _________________________ . 

National Life Member? Yes___ No____      Signature________________________________________ Date _____________ 

 

 

2019 NEW MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL 
Renewal—Simply check (✓) the “Renewal” box if no 
information has changed since last year, enclose a dues 
check, and mail the application. 
 

New Member—Complete the form below, enclose a dues 
check, and mail the application. 
 
Annual Dues:  Regular ($25)  Auxiliary ($10) 
       Supporting ($50) Sustaining ($100) 

 Click here to access MOAA’s Website for Legislative 
and Take Action feature. 

 
 Click here to access the Alabama Department of 

Veterans Affairs for current legislative issues. 
 
 Click here to access the MOAA Alabama Council of 

Chapters Website. 
 

SACMOAA Mission Statement 

 To be a major source of information, support and 
social engagement for the membership. 

 To provide programs and services for the common 
good of our military community. 

 To be a powerful voice supporting MOAA at the 

local, state and national levels.  

MOAA MEMBER ITEMS OF INTEREST CHAPTER PUBLICITY 

 
Please make Nick Matranga aware if 
you know any staff with TV stations, 
Press-Register, Lagniappe, or Mobile 
Bay Magazine.  If so or not, would you 
willingly assist us in obtaining 
publicity for ROTC Recognition 
Banquet and other events? 
 

Nick Matranga—251-287-4005 

Click here to visit the SAC-MOAA Website 
at sacmoaa.wix.com/south-ala-chapter. 

Memorial Day 

28 May 2018 

 
Click here to visit the MOAA Alabama 

Council of Chapters. 
 

Click here to visit the MOAA South 
Alabama Chapter Website.  

 

Click here to visit the MOAA Home 
Page. 

http://takeaction.moaa.org/?0&utm_source=MOAAorg&utm_medium=StormingPageHyperlink&utm_campaign=Storming2019
http://takeaction.moaa.org/?0&utm_source=MOAAorg&utm_medium=StormingPageHyperlink&utm_campaign=Storming2019
http://va.alabama.gov/laws.aspx
http://va.alabama.gov/laws.aspx
http://www.alamoaa.org/
http://www.alamoaa.org/
http://sacmoaa.wix.com/south-ala-chapter
http://sacmoaa.wix.com/south-ala-chapter
http://www.alamoaa.org/
http://www.alamoaa.org/
http://sacmoaa.wixsite.com/south-ala-chapter
http://sacmoaa.wixsite.com/south-ala-chapter
http://www.moaa.org/
http://www.moaa.org/
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